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Donald was then the secretary, sent to Hardie a supporting resolu-
tion, and a letter of commendation. In the middle of the campaign
the Liberal Party made a colossal blunder. Not realizing either
the nature or the rising temper of the new movement, it offered to
Hardie personally, and through him to the Labour cause, an affront
for which it was never forgiven, Mr. Threlfall, who was the
secretary of the Labour Electoral Association, arrived in the con-
stituency to support Hardie's candidature, but he had been inter-
viewed on the journey, and when he arrived at the Labour com-
mittee rooms he informed Hardie that he had been cin conference
with the Liberals at the George Hotel, and you Ve got to retire/
Hardie is reported to have risen in anger from his seat, and Threl-
fall left the room apparently in a hurry; on the following day Mr,
Schnadhorst, the Liberal organizer, tried and failed to interview
Hardie, but later, under pressure from Mr. C. A, V, Conybeare,
M.P., Hardie was induced to meet Sir George Trevelyan, who
promised him, on behalf of the Liberal Party, a safe seat at the
general election, and a salary of £300 a year, if he would consent
to withdraw his candidature for Mid-Lanark. Sir George Trevel-
yan was a gentleman, and he did not mean to be offensive, but his
proposal revealed the sort of relationship that was desired between
Labour representatives and the Liberal Party. Hardie refused
the bribe, stood his ground, and polled 617 votes. But the
fight for independence which he made was to have significant
results.
Shortly after this initial fight the Social Democratic Federation,
the Fabian Society, and other groups of Socialist workers through-
out the country, stimulated by the example of the newly-formed
Scottish Labour Party, which had some thirty branches, were
advocating a breakaway from the old political bondage to the
Liberals, and there was a general desire that an attempt should be
made to unify these organizations into one national party. Hardie
and Burns were already in Parliament as Independent Labour
members, and at the Trade Union Congress, held in Glasgow in
1892, a resolution was passed in favour of Independent Labour
representation. Three previous meetings of the congress had
passed similar resolutions, which had been placed upon its records,
and forgotten. The Glasgow Congress took the matter more
seriously, and 'that same day an informal meeting of delegates
favourable to the formation of a party in conformity with the resolu-
tion was held, and it was decided that a conference of advanced

